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annexed to it. On his way to that city, Athoka had to
pass through Wedika, distant fifty youdzanas from Pata-
liputra, in an eastern direction. The town had been
founded by the princes of Kapilawot, when that city had
been almost destroyed in the days of Buddha. In that
place he married the daughter of a rich man, named
Dewa. After his arrival at Outzeni, Athoka's wife pre-
sented him first with a son, who was named Mahemda,
and subsequently with a daughter, called Seingamitta.
Athoka remained nine years at Outzeni. At the end of
that period, hearing that his father lay dangerously ill, he
hastened to Pataliputra, to assist him and render all the
services dictated by filial love. On his return, having to
pass through Wedika, he left in that place his wife and
his two children. A little while after his arrival at his
father's capital, the king breathed his last, and Athoka
was proclaimed king.

The new monarch, however, found himself soon sur-
rounded by many enemies. With the exception of Teissa,
who was born from the same mother, all his brothers
conspired against him. The oldest of all, named Thou-
mana, was the originator and leader of the rebellion.
After a protracted struggle, Athoka's good fortune pre-
vailed. His rebellious brother Thoumana was overcome
and made a prisoner; soon after, he was put to death.
The same sad and cruel fate befel the other ninety-eight
brothers. But it took three years before Athoka could
free himself from all his enemies. On the fourth year
after his accession to the throne, that is to say, in 218, he
received the royal consecration, and in honour of his
mother took the name of Dammathoka. He obtained a
universal sway all over Dzampoudipa.

Up to the period of his consecration, Athoka had always
favoured the pounhas. In imitation of his father's con-
duct, he fed daily an immense number of them in his
palace. They all dressed in white clothes. It was only
after he had received the royal consecration that he be-
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